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making public proclamations, and interrupted their proclamations with paid-for
advertisements (just as advertisements interrupt television newscasts today). Aesclyptoe, an
early Athenian cosmetician, used town criers to promote his lotions and potions with
consummate professionalism.

During the “dark ages” after the fall of the Roman Empire, advertising appears to have
disappeared. Then it reappeared, in Britain and France during the 13th century, again
being sung by town criers. Printed advertising followed hard upon Gutenberg’s invention
of the printing press in Germany in about 1450. The first known printed advertisement in
English was published in 1477, printed by William Caxton, who had brought printing to
Britain a few vears earlier. By the start of the ™ century, advertising was already so
common that in 1712 the British government introduced a tax of one shilling (a sizable sum)
on every advertisement published in a newspaper. But this tax did little to restrain
advertising’s growth. In 1759, the great lexicographer Dr. Samuel Johnson wrote:
“Advertisements are now so numerous they are very negligently perused,” an opinion many
people express to this day, without realizing its centuries-old ancestry.

156- What does the first paragraph mainly discuss?
1) How advertising was done in the ancient world
2) Why town criers with mellow voices were employed
3) Why advertisements interrupt television newscasts today

4) How Aesclyptoe used town criers to promote his lotions and potions
157- What does the word “twaddle” in paragraph 1 mean?

1) Mischievous 2) Nonsense
3) Optimistic 4) Tentative
158- Who should be given credit for the invention of commercial advertising?
1) The English 2) The French
3) The Romans 4) The Greeks

159- Which of the following can be understood from the passage?
1) The tax imposed on newspapers by the British government for published
advertisements did not restrict their further growth.
2) Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press in Germany was introduced to the
public through the town-criers™ attempts.
3) The printing press was brought to England by William Caxton 27 years after it
was invented in Germany.
4) The majority of town criers lost their job during the “dark ages™ after the fall of
the Roman Empire.
160- What does Samuel Johnson’s comment about advertisements mean?
1) People are so busy that they rarely peruse what advertisements say.
2) People are often neglectful of advertisements although they cost a lot.
3) Advertisements are so widespread that people often pay little attention to them.
4) There are various types of advertisements in newspapers and people often fail to
read them.
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This is the end of Section 5.
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